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By JACK LEAHY

‘HAVEN in the city” is
the motto and descrip-
! tion of Woodhaven that
has been adopted by cominunity
. leaders seeking to preserve the mid-
dleclass neighborhood. '~ Indeed,
haven seems to be an especially
appropriate appellation for an area
that has largely escaped the urban

" probleims that have disrupted so

many New York neighborhoods in
recent years

But thnt doesn't  mean
Woodhaven - residents and mer-
chants regard the community as
being immune to social change and

_property decay. Instead, they are.

working through the nonprofit
Greater Woodhaven Development
Corp. to prevent any signs of
decline. :

' The GWDC, headquartered at B4:
20 Jamaica Ave,, is concentrating on
maintaining and improving the strip

Vlew of Jamaica Ave shopplng area at 84th St in Woodhaven

of neta!l stores that runs through
the heart of Woodhaven under the
Jamaica Ave, elevated subway
structure.

YIF “THE COMMERCIAL strip

goes down, the rest of the residen-
tial area will go too,” said Gus
Kobleck, GWDC's project director,

The GWDC was formed about

‘three years ago as an outgrowth of a
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federation of Woodhaven block:
associations, according to GWDC
president Mary Whalen. It defines
its area of concern

©  See HAVEN Page 32
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