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Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 
 

HEAP is a federally funded program that may help you pay for 
Electricity, Propane, Natural Gas, Wood, Oil, Kerosene, Coal, 
or any other heating fuel.  

Regular Benefit - The HEAP regular benefit component assists 
low-income New Yorkers with the cost of heating their homes.  

Emergency Benefit - The HEAP emergency benefit 
component assists qualifying low-income New Yorkers who are 
facing a heat or heat related energy emergency and do not 
have the resources available to resolve the emergency.  

Furnace Repair or Replacement - The HEAP Furnace Repair 
and Replacement Component is available to help low-income 
homeowners repair or replace furnaces, boilers, and other 
direct heating components necessary to keep the home's 
primary heating source functional. The HEAP Furnace Repair 
and Replacement Component is open from October 1, 2009 
until September 30, 2010. 

How do I apply for HEAP? - Questions regarding the HEAP 
program should be directed to your Local Department of Social 
Services Office or the NYS HEAP Hotline at 1-800-342-3009. 
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PUB 
79-19 Jamaica Ave.     718-296-9683 

 

Membership $10 

Boosters $5 

Senior Membership $5 
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Please print clearly and submit (or mail) 
to the WRBA Office – Checks preferred. 

YES – I would like to join the WRBA for 2010! 

The Woodhaven Residents’  
Block Association 

 
“The Guardian of Woodhaven” 

Established 1972 
 

84-20 Jamaica Avenue 
Woodhaven, NY 11421 

718-296-3735 
 

woodhaven.residents@gmail.com 
 

President -        Edward K. Wendell 
1st Vice President      Janet Chan-Smith 
2nd Vice President      Alexander Blenkinsopp 
3rd Vice President      Roger Hennin 
Secretary       Arlene Annunziata 
Treasurer       Vance Barbour 
Financial Sec’y      Maria Thomson 
Director       Fred Mandahal 
 
Secretary/Mgr      Linda Fogal 

 
 

 



 

Happy New Year!  And welcome to the new and 
improved Voice of Woodhaven.   We’ve undergone a 
few changes in our newsletter of late, much of it 
necessary because of the budget crunch that has left 
the WRBA with very little funds to work with.  Simply 
put:  we’re broke.   
 
So we’re taking advantage of the situation and trying to 
actually do more, with less.  The biggest casualty has 
been our newsletter, which we used to either print, or 
place in the Chronicle.  But large print runs have 
become real expensive, as was the 2-page spread in 
the Chronicle.  So we’ve re-positioned the newsletter 
as an online magazine that will come out 6 times a 
year.  For now.  We’ll be reviewing our finances each 
month in the hopes we can afford a nice printed version 
sometime soon.  For now, see 
www.projectwoodhaven.com for the latest newsletter. 
 
The Woodhaven Residents’ Block Association will be 
launching a new website this spring – our old one got 
hijacked.  The new website will be located at: 
http://woodhaven-nyc.org/ and, once that’s up and 
running, the newsletter will be available there as well. 
 
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is 
Edward K. Wendell and I am the new President of the 
WRBA.  It is a position I am very honored to hold – and 
I trust that I won’t let you down.  I find myself 
surrounded my good, experienced folks on the board – 
and I will rely on their guidance and wisdom to point me 
in the right direction. 
 
 

But I also plan to go with my gut sometimes, and my 
gut tells me that we need to shake things up a bit – 
and I believe that you’ll find me taking an approach 
that leads us to try some new things, while at the 
same way, get back to the basics that made this 
organization work so well in the past. 
 
We’ll be looking to hold some public events over the 
next few months – not meetings.  Fun events 
designed to bring our neighbors together.  Like they 
had in the older days.  Dances.  Movie Nights.  Low 
cost events where we can have fun and get to know 
one another while reaching out to others in our 
community to join us. 
 
We’ve been very fortunate that our elected officials 
have been spending so much time with us at our 
Town Halls.  Especially our new Assemblyman, Mike 
Miller, who has been a constant presence at our 
meetings.  We’ll miss him when we move back to 
Wednesdays – he won’t be able to attend as he’ll be 
in Albany, fighting for us. 
 
Once again, on behalf of the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association, we wish you a happy, healthy and 
prosperous 2010. 
 

 

Notice: 
 
Starting in March, we will be moving our Town Halls 
back to the 3rd Wednesday of every month.  Our 
next Town Hall will be on Wednesday, March 17th – 
yes, St. Patrick’s Day – at 8 PM.  We’ll be meeting, 
as usual, at the Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 

Notice: 
 
Starting in March, we will be moving our Town Halls 
back to the 3rd Wednesday evening of every month.  
Our next Town Hall will be on Wednesday, March 
17th – yes, St. Patrick’s Day – at 8 PM.  We’ll be 
meeting, as usual, at the Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps. 

Edward K. Wendell – President, WRBA 

 

Leahy McDonald Funeral Home 

111-02 Atlantic Avenue 
718-849-0785 

 

ABRAMOWITZ MEMORIALS, INC 

826 Jamaica Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11208 

Weitzner Monuments 
Blevitzky Monuments 
J. Goldstein & Sons 
Benisch Bros. Monuments 
Lerman Monuments 

 

Phone: 
718-277-2937 
718-277-2938 
718-827-0195 
718-277-3800 
212-254-8826 
516-328-0553 
Fax: 
718-647-9761 
718-591-1171 

 

SCHMIDT’S CANDY STORE 

Since 1925 

94-15 Jamaica Ave. – 718-846-9326 
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WRBA Tackling Out-Of-State 
Vehicles 
 
A few months ago, we asked the residents that 
attended one of our Town Halls to come up with 
a list of issues that bother them – and near the 
top of that list was the high number of cars with 
out-of-state license plates parked on our streets.  
We were aware that conventional attempts to 
address this issue had been tried over the years 
– and failed.  So we needed a new approach, 
and after a few brainstorming sessions, we hit 
upon what seemed like a novel approach.   
 
And so, we came up with a plan and announced 
it with the following press release, written by our 
Communications Director, Alex Blenkinsopp: 
 
The Woodhaven Residents' Block Association 
announced a program to report out-of-state 
vehicles that have remained parked on a 
Woodhaven street for extended periods of time. 
 
Woodhaven residents should call the WRBA if an 
automobile with license plates from outside New 
York has been parked on their street for more 
than a month.  After gathering information from 
the caller, the WRBA will contact the appropriate 
agency from the vehicle's state to inform them of 
the vehicle's whereabouts and to ask them to 
investigate whether the vehicle is appropriately 
registered. 
  
“Parking has historically been hard to find in 
Woodhaven," said WRBA Director Vance 
Barbour.  "If these vehicles' owners are dodging 
local state regulations, and skipping out on 
paying fees to New York State like the rest of the 
community pays, we owe it to our residents to 
call it to the attention of the proper authorities.” 
  
The announcement, which came at the WRBA's 
open meeting this past Saturday, is a response 
to many Woodhaven residents' complaints about 
out-of-state vehicles taking up parking 
spaces and potentially evading the law. 
 
"This is just one initiative in what's sure to be an 
exciting year of progress," said Edward K. 
Wendell, the WRBA's new president. 
 
(continued on Page 6) 
 

 

Work has begun on the Seuffert Bandshell, 
work that is sponsored by Elizabeth Crowley of 
the City Council.  Recent visitors to the park 
have found the area fenced off and all of the old 
benches removed. 

 

97-13 Jamaica Ave. 
718-847-0090 

     Instant Offset Printing, Typesetting, 
     Flyers, Rubber Stamps, Wedding 
     Invitations, Resumes, Letterheads, 
                 Envelopes, One-Day 
                   Business Cards and more! 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 

JAMES BAXTER 
718-847-6930 

 
Blockwork, Brick Stoops, 

Driveways, Tile Work 

 

                   YOUTHS – TEENS – ADULTS 
                 980 JAMAICA AVENUE 
                      718-647-4157 
                 UNLIMITED CLASSES 
               (certain restrictions apply) 
          Serving Our Jamaica Avenue 
          Neighbors for over 30 Years 

     Professional Not Commercialism 
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The 1st census after the American Revolution was 
taken in 1790, under Secretary of State Thomas 
Jefferson.  Since then, there have been 21 censuses 
(every 10 years). The last national census was held 
in 2000 and the next census is scheduled for 2010. 
 
On the national level, the census helps 
determine how many seats each state 
holds in the House of Representatives.  
But closer to home, an accurate count 
of residents helps to determine how 
more than $400 billion dollars of 
federal funding each year is spent on 
infrastructure and services like: 
 
•Hospitals 
•Job training centers 
•Schools 
•Senior centers 
•Bridges, tunnels and other-public 
works projects 
•Emergency services 
 
 

It’s been estimated that Woodhaven was 
undercounted by close to 40% in the 2000 
Census.  That lead to less funding, closed 
hospitals, closed firehouses, less firemen, less 
cops, less money for our infrastructure, etc.   
 

Why were we so undercounted?  For 
starters, people are lazy.  They get 
the census in the mail, drop it on 
their “To Do” pile, and never get back 
to it.  Well, this year, the census is a 
short form and takes minutes to 
complete, so no excuses!   
 
It’s been said that each uncounted 
resident results in a loss of THIRTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS over a ten 
year period for a community.  30K!  
Time is running out – Richmond Hill 
already has a Census Committee.  
We need to get on the ball – if 
you’re interested in helping, let us 
know!  We can’t do it without help. 

 

 
The Richmond Hill Census 
Committee has handouts in 

multiple languages. 

The 2010 Census – And Why It Matters to Woodhaven! 
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Woodhaven FootcareWoodhaven FootcareWoodhaven FootcareWoodhaven Footcare    
Dr. Robert Castelli 
Dr. Michael Scotto 

Dr. Jimmy Li 
 Podiatric Medicine, X-Rays, 

Orthotics, Orthopedic Shoes, 
Diabetic Footcare 

718-846-7872 

 

  COMMUNITY FEDERAL 

        SAVINGS BANK 
    89-07 Jamaica Ave 

       718-847-6333 

Proving Every Day That 

 Friendly Banking Still Exists 
 

 

Member 
FDIC 

 

 

Classic Photo Corner 
 

The American Legion marches down Jamaica Avenue on 
Memorial Day in 1967.  Many long gone businesses, 
including the Haven Theater, are visible in the 
background.  
(Photo courtesy of the American Legion, Post 118)  



Like a bad penny, the MTA is back with another 
round of threatened cuts to services that impact 
Woodhaven.  This time around they are proposing 
to do away with the Express Z Line train service, 
and the Q56 Bus.   

As soon as this plan was announced, our local 
elected officials mobilized, led by our new 
Assemblyman, Mike Miller.  A press conference 
was held at Mr. Miller’s new office on Woodhaven 
Boulevard (just North of Park Lane South). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joined by our Council Members, Elizabeth 
Crowley and Eric Ulrich, as well as the WRBA’s 
Maria Thomson, the group spoke out against the 
MTA’s plan.   

"Cutting the Q56 Bus doesn't make any sense.  
Why would you cut the mode of transportation that 
the majority of the people in the neighborhood 
use?  Do we expect elderly people, some who 
walk with assistance, to climb 20 or 30 steps to 
get up to the elevated line?"  Assemblyman 
Miller asked. 

Elizabeth Crowley stated that these cuts are "too 
drastic and they will be devastating to our 
community.  All too often, New Yorkers are asked 
to have to get by, by paying more for less.  And 
that's exactly what the MTA is doing with this 
plan."  Eric Ulrich blasted the MTA, stating that the 
cuts were "a direct slap in the face to the working 
men and women of this city.  I believe that it 
targets the most vulnerable populations: the 
senior citizens and the children."  

And finally, the WRBA’s Maria Thomson (also of 
Woodhaven's GWDC and WBID) spoke to how 
these cuts will impact the businesses on Jamaica 
Avenue and the community as a whole.   

Throughout January our elected officials burned 
the phone lines, and the WRBA coordinated a 
letter-writing campaign – and it appears that our 
voices were heard, and that plans to kill the Z 
Train and the Q56 have been shelved.  But  
Assemblyman Miller warned us not to celebrate 
prematurely.   

“We still need to remain on guard as  there's 
always a chance they could change their minds,” 
Mr. Miller said.  “There will be public hearings to 
discuss the potential cuts and Woodhaven will still 
need a strong showing to ensure our current 
services remain intact.” 

Indeed.  For just as this good news was 
welcomed, we received the bad news that one of 
our local firehouses may yet again be marked for 
extinction.  Such is life – just as soon as one fight 
seems to end, another begins.   

Stay tuned! 
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The WRBA Joins With Our Elected Officials to Fight For Services 

 

A Division of New York Community 
Bank – Member FDIC 

93-22 Jamaica Avenue 718-850-1242 
Mon. 9am-7pm, Tues – Fri 9am-4pm 

Saturdays 9am to 3 pm 
To find a branch near you call 448-7272 or 

visit www.myNYCB.com 

 
 



 

What’s Happening Around Woodhaven? 
 
There’s always something going on around Woodhaven – here we show you 
a little bit of what’s been happening, and a little bit of what’s on tap. 

  

Theater Returns to 
 Woodhaven 

102nd Pct. Community 
 Council 

Theater returned to Woodhaven 
as the First String Players put 
on a performance of the classic 
macabre comedy “Arsenic and 
Old Lace.”  Performed over a 
weekend at St. Luke’s Church 
on 85th Street,  the play was a 
smash hit, attracting 3 robust 
crowds, guaranteeing that we’ll 
be seeing more of this talented 
troupe. 

Queens DA Richard Brown 
was the special guest at 
January’s 102nd Precinct 
Community Council meeting, 
which meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of every month.  The 
next meeting will be on 
February 16th at 8:00 PM at 
the Moose Hall 87-34 118th 
Street 
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Woodhaven Historical 
Society Meets Monthly 

Leonora Lavan (right) and Rose 
Kavanaugh of the Woodhaven 
Cultural & Historical Society, 
which meets on the last 
Wednesday of the month at 1 PM 
in Emmanuel United Church of 
Christ Meeting Room at 91st 
Avenue and Woodhaven Blvd.  
The next meeting is on February 
24th, and the topic is “Italian 
Comedy” presented by Sociology 
Professor  Salvatore Promeggia. 

 

Greater Woodhaven  
Development Corp. 

Captain Armando De Leon of 
the 102nd Precinct addresses 
the attendees of the GWDC 
meeting, held on the 4th 
Tuesday of every month at St. 
Thomas the Apostle School.  
The next meeting of the 
Greater Woodhaven 
Development Corporation will 
be held on February 23rd at 
7:30.    

Dr. Arthur Stern 

Dentist 

80-46 Jamaica Ave. 

718-296-8100 

 

 

Insurance & Income Tax Preparation 

89-11 Jamaica Avenue 

718-847-2323 
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WRBA Tackling Out-Of-State Vehicles 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reaction to our press release was instant.  NY1 
came to town, as did WPIX-11.  In fact, WPIX-11 did 
a live broadcast from Woodhaven, and they included 
interviews with WRBA’s Edward Wendell and Maria 
Thomson as well as our Assemblyman, Mike Miller. 
 
Lisa Colangelo of The New York Daily News also did 
a  nice write-up, saying (in part):  
 
Members of the Woodhaven Residents Block Association 
will now track cars with non-New York plates and report 
them to their home states if they are parked in the same 
spot for extended periods of time. 
 
"We started looking for outside-the-box solutions for some 
of the quality-of-life issues," said Edward Wendell, 
president of the association. "One resident said she hasn't 
been able to get a parking spot on her block for over a 
year." 
 
During a recent meeting of the block association, 
members were asked to air their top gripes about the 
neighborhood. They rattled off a list that included illegal 
dumping, illegal conversions and late-night house parties, 
Wendell said. But parking remained one of the biggest 
problems. 
 
"This has been going on for a long, long time," said Maria 
Thomson of the Greater Woodhaven Development Corp. 
"We feel that if they park in New York streets, they should 
have New York license plates." 
 
The block association is asking residents to contact them if 
they see a vehicle with out-of-state plates parked on the 
street for more than a month. They will contact the state's 
motor vehicle agency, via phone and mail, and ask them 
to investigate whether the vehicle is legally registered. 
 
It’s a novel approach – and just one of the ways we’re 
working collectively with you, our residents, to make 
Woodhaven a better place to live. 
 
 

   
photos courtesy Joe Virgona 

 

ASSEMBLYWOMAN 

AUDREY I. PHEFFER 
District 23 

90-16 Rockaway Beach 

718-945-9550 

108-14 Crossbay Blvd. 

718-641-8755 

 

32
nd

 Council District 
93-06 101st Avenue 
718-738-1083 
98-16 Rockaway Beach Blvd. 
718-318-6411 

 

                              C. Verdino & Sons Inc. 
                                Garden Center & Florist 
                                109-09 Rockaway Blvd. 
                                         718-848-0830 

Pond & Waterfall Department 
Family Owned and Operated 

 

 WOODHAVEN PHARMACY 

Joseph Testa, Pharmacist 

86-22 Jamaica Avenue 

718-846-7777 


