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Whereas, Forest Park Drive is the home to trees that were planted nearly 100 years ago, in

1919, as a living memorial to all of the young men who made the supreme sacrifice in World
War 1, and,

Whereas, Forest Park Drive is the home to Private First Class Laurence Strack Memorial Pond,
named in tribute (at the request of American Legion Post 118) to the local young man who
played ball at that location when it was a ballfield, and was killed in action in Vietnam, the first
young man from our area to die in service to our country in that conflict, and

Whereas, Forest Park Drive is the home to a 9/11 memorial at the site of the bandstand,
dedicated to all of those who lost their lives in the attacks on our country on 9/11/2001, and,

Whereas, Forest Park Drive is the home to Victory Field, which was named to pay tribute and
homage to all of the unknown soldiers who lost their lives in World War 1, and,

Whereas, Forest Park Drive is the home to the Richmond Hill War Memorial (often referred to
as the Buddy Monument), which also sits next to Richmond Hill’s memorial trees, and,

Whereas, Forest Park Drive is the home to Sgt. Joseph E. Schaefer Oval, named after the
resident of Richmond Hill who single-handedly repelled a Nazi attack on American troops
during World War 2, therefore,

Be it resolved that American Legion Post 118 Woodhaven calls upon the citizens of this City of
New York to pay tribute and homage to all of these heroes by renaming all of Forest Park Drive
to Forest Park MEMORIAL Drive, and,

Be it further resolved, that the dedication be made with appropriate ceremony and protocol
that befits such an occasion, and that it be completed in time for the 100th Anniversary
observations of the end of the first great World War, which will be observed on Sunday,
November 11th, 2018, and,

Be it further resolved, that copies of this resolution be sent to our local civic organizations
(“Woodhaven Residents’ Block Association,” “Woodhaven Cultural & Historical Society,”
“Greater Woodhaven Development Corporation,” “Woodhaven Business Improvement



District,” “Richmond Hill Block Association,” and “Richmond Hill Historical Society,” to enlist
their support for this request, and,

Be it further resolved, that copies of this resolution, along with resolutions from other
groups be sent to our local council members, Eric Ulrich and Elizabeth Crowley, our
Assemblyman Mike Miller, State Senator Joseph Addabbo Jr., and our Congresswoman Nydia
Velazquez, and,

Be it further resolved, that copies of this resolution, along with resolutions from other
groups be sent to our local Community Board (CB#9) and their Transportation Committee for
endorsement, and,

Be it further resolved, that copies of this resolution, along with resolutions from other
groups and organizations be sent to his Honor, Bill deBlasio, The Mayor of New York City, and to
Dottie Lewandowsky, the Commissioner of Queens Parks, Nicole Garcia, the Queens Borough
Commissioner of the NYC Department of Transportation, and,

Be it further resolved, that copies of this resolution, along with resolutions from other
groups be sent to our local newspapers for their edification and use.

This resolution was read and adopted by the membership at the September 19th meeting of
American Legion Post 118 Woodhaven.
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The Woodhaven Cultural
& Historical Society

September 28th, 2016

Be it resolved that the Woodhaven Cultural and Historical Society has voted unanimously to
support a resolution adopted by American Legion Post 118 Woodhaven to rename all of Forest
Park Drive to Forest Park MEMORIAL Drive, and, that the dedication be made with appropriate
ceremony and protocol that befits such an occasion, and that it be completed in time for the
100th Anniversary observations of the end of the first great World War, which will be observed
on Sunday, November 11th, 2018.
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Edward K. Wendell
Executive Director
Woodhaven Cultural & Historical Society
Phone: 718-805-2002
Email: projectwoodhaven@gmail.com






